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his men carry out his orders. And she, cherishing no idea of vengeance or of hatred towards her enemy, began to meditate upon the qualities of the Three Refuges and the Five Precepts. And by their power it came to pass that the fire which raged all round her seemed like a pool of cold water in summer, soothing and cool.
The King, moved to repentance, lifted her out of the flames, and she uttered the following stanza :
The Buddha have I taken as ray fortress; He alone hath been rny mighty tower; Trusting midst the raging of the furnace I was rescued by his all-availing power.
And she taught him of the fruits of the Five Precepts and of the Three Refuges, how by their power she remained calm even in the midst of the flames : 'No other charms I had to protect me.'
And he rejoiced and took the Three Refuges and the Five Precepts, and restored the Queen to her own kingdom.
LII
BO THE BEAD MEET AGAIN ?
THE STORY off NOKULA'S FATHER
(Anguttara Nikaya, IV.1)
ONCE the Blessed One was dwelling amongst the Bhaggas on the Peak of Sumsumaro in the Bhesakala Garden of the Deer Park ; and taking his robe and bowl, he came to the home of Nokula's father, and sat him down upon the seat they had prepared for him. Then the good man of the house, Nokula's father, came with his wife to the Blessed One, and sitting on one side, addressed